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In 1845 two thinkers from the American hemisphere - the Argentinean statesman
Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, and the fugitive ex-slave, abolitionist leader, and
orator from the United States, Frederick Douglass - both published their first
works. Each would become the most famous and enduring texts in what were
both prolific careers, and they ensured Sarmiento and Douglass' position as
leading figures in the canon of Latin American and U.S. African-American
political thought, respectively. But despite the fact that both deal directly with
key political and philosophical questions in the Americas, Douglass and
Sarmiento, like African-American and Latin American thought more generally,
are never read alongside each other. This may be because their ideas about race
differed dramatically. Sarmiento advocated the Europeanization of Latin
America and espoused a virulent form of anti-indigenous racism, while Douglass
opposed slavery and defended the full humanity of black persons. Still, as Juliet
Hooker contends, looking at the two together allows one to chart a hemispheric
intellectual geography of race that challenges political theory's preoccupation
with and assumptions about East / West comparisons, and questions the use of
comparison as a tool in the production of theory and philosophy.

By juxtaposing four prominent nineteenth and twentieth-century thinkers -
Frederick Douglass, Domingo F. Sarmiento, W. E. B. Du Bois, and José
Vasconcelos - her book will be the first to bring African-American and Latin
American political thought into conversation. Hooker stresses that Latin
American and U.S. ideas about race were not developed in isolation, but grew out
of transnational intellectual exchanges across the Americas. In so doing, she
shows that nineteenth and twentieth-century U.S. and Latin American thinkers
each looked to political models in the 'other' America to advance racial projects
in their own countries. Reading these four intellectuals as hemispheric thinkers,
Hooker foregrounds elements of their work that have been dismissed by
dominant readings, and provides a crucial platform to bridge the canons of Latin
American and African-American political thought.
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In 1845 two thinkers from the American hemisphere - the Argentinean statesman Domingo Faustino
Sarmiento, and the fugitive ex-slave, abolitionist leader, and orator from the United States, Frederick
Douglass - both published their first works. Each would become the most famous and enduring texts in what
were both prolific careers, and they ensured Sarmiento and Douglass' position as leading figures in the canon
of Latin American and U.S. African-American political thought, respectively. But despite the fact that both
deal directly with key political and philosophical questions in the Americas, Douglass and Sarmiento, like
African-American and Latin American thought more generally, are never read alongside each other. This
may be because their ideas about race differed dramatically. Sarmiento advocated the Europeanization of
Latin America and espoused a virulent form of anti-indigenous racism, while Douglass opposed slavery and
defended the full humanity of black persons. Still, as Juliet Hooker contends, looking at the two together
allows one to chart a hemispheric intellectual geography of race that challenges political theory's
preoccupation with and assumptions about East / West comparisons, and questions the use of comparison as
a tool in the production of theory and philosophy.

By juxtaposing four prominent nineteenth and twentieth-century thinkers - Frederick Douglass, Domingo F.
Sarmiento, W. E. B. Du Bois, and José Vasconcelos - her book will be the first to bring African-American
and Latin American political thought into conversation. Hooker stresses that Latin American and U.S. ideas
about race were not developed in isolation, but grew out of transnational intellectual exchanges across the
Americas. In so doing, she shows that nineteenth and twentieth-century U.S. and Latin American thinkers
each looked to political models in the 'other' America to advance racial projects in their own countries.
Reading these four intellectuals as hemispheric thinkers, Hooker foregrounds elements of their work that
have been dismissed by dominant readings, and provides a crucial platform to bridge the canons of Latin
American and African-American political thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Hooker has made a remarkable contribution to our understanding of the discourse on race in the Americas
by bringing the works of four of the most important theorists of race and difference into conversation with
each other for the first time. Hooker has given us a seminal analysis of key similarities and differences in the
development of scientific racism and racial thought in the Western Hemisphere, from debates about slavery
before the Civil War and the legalization of de jure segregation in the latter half of the nineteenth century, to
the rise of eugenics in the twentieth century. This is an original contribution to scholarship, required reading
for every student of the history of race and racism, redefining what should properly be understood as
'American Studies.'"
--Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Harvard University

"In this groundbreaking book, Juliet Hooker traces the simultaneous development of racial thought across the
United States and Latin America. With theoretical precision, Hooker innovatively juxtaposes the ideas of
Frederick Douglass and Domingo F. Sarmiento, and W.E.B. Du Bois and José Vasconcelos. Her
'hemispheric' perspective allows us to read 'familiar' theorists in ways that yield new and important insights.
This book is of utmost importance to not only the scholarship on African-American political thought, but the
political thought of the Americas. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the theory and practice of
race and politics in the Americas. Theorizing Race in the Americas should not be missed."
--Michael Dawson, The University of Chicago

About the Author

Juliet Hooker is Associate Professor of Government and African and African Diaspora Studies at the
University of Texas-Austin. She is the author of Race and the Politics of Solidarity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bruce Zimmerman:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass,
Sarmiento, Du Bois, and Vasconcelos book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Frances Temple:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass,
Sarmiento, Du Bois, and Vasconcelos as the daily resource information.

Randall Hernandez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass, Sarmiento, Du Bois, and
Vasconcelos can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kevin Mabry:

The book untitled Theorizing Race in the Americas: Douglass, Sarmiento, Du Bois, and Vasconcelos contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
go through.
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