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Over 700,000 copies of the original hardcover and paperback editions of this
stunningly popular book have been sold. Karen Armstrong's superbly readable
exploration of how the three dominant monotheistic religions of the
world—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—have shaped and altered the
conception of God is a tour de force. One of Britain's foremost commentators on
religious affairs, Armstrong traces the history of how men and women have
perceived and experienced God, from the time of Abraham to the present. From
classical philosophy and medieval mysticism to the Reformation, the
Enlightenment, and the modern age of skepticism, Armstrong performs the near
miracle of distilling the intellectual history of monotheism into one compelling
volume.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Armstrong, a British journalist and former nun, guides us along one of the most elusive and fascinating
quests of all time--the search for God. Like all beloved historians, Armstrong entertains us with deft
storytelling, astounding research, and makes us feel a greater appreciation for the present because we better
understand our past. Be warned: A History of God is not a tidy linear history. Rather, we learn that the
definition of God is constantly being repeated, altered, discarded, and resurrected through the ages,
responding to its followers' practical concerns rather than to mystical mandates. Armstrong also shows us
how Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have overlapped and influenced one another, gently challenging the
secularist history of each of these religions. --Gail Hudson

From Publishers Weekly
This searching, profound comparative history of the three major monotheistic faiths fearlessly illuminates the
sociopolitical ground in which religious ideas take root, blossom and mutate. Armstrong, a British
broadcaster, commentator on religious affairs and former Roman Catholic nun, argues that Judaism,
Christianity and Islam each developed the idea of a personal God, which has helped believers to mature as
full human beings. Yet Armstrong also acknowledges that the idea of a personal God can be dangerous,
encouraging us to judge, condemn and marginalize others. Recognizing this, each of the three monotheisms,
in their different ways, developed a mystical tradition grounded in a realization that our human idea of God
is merely a symbol of an ineffable reality. To Armstrong, modern, aggressively righteous fundamentalists of
all three faiths represent "a retreat from God." She views as inevitable a move away from the idea of a
personal God who behaves like a larger version of ourselves, and welcomes the grouping of believers toward
a notion of God that "works for us in the empirical age." 25,000 first printing; BOMC alternate.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Armstrong ( Muhammad , LJ 4/15/92; The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World , LJ 2/15/91)
presents a well-written overview of the changing idea of God as understood by the three great religions of
the West. Besides providing a great deal of religious history, she discusses the various philosophers, mystics,
and reformers associated with these religions. The author suggests that "God" is primarily a "focus of
meaning" created by humanity. If He survives at all, it will be in a much-altered form. Public librarians
should be aware that conservative readers may be offended by this book, and even religious scholars may
find Armstrong's rather one-sided "death of God" optimism about humanity a bit passe. Otherwise, this is an
excellent and informative book. Recommended for academic and public libraries.
- C. Robert Nixon, MLS, Lafayette, Ind.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

The book A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book



can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam for being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication A History
of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Richard Pease:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Rhonda Yowell:

You can get this A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Harry Anderson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case,
beside science book, any other book likes A History of God: The 4,000-Year Quest of Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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