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This book is a comprehensive introduction to the history of political thought,
tracing the development of arguments and controversies from ancient Greece,
through different forms of community, state and empire, to today's global
concerns. Bruce Haddock highlights the bewildering variety of contexts that have
framed political thinking, yet also displays structural features that have proved to
be remarkably stable over time. An important theme in the book is the need to
see political philosophy, even in its most abstract formulations, as a response to
historically contingent circumstances, without limiting its relevance to those
circumstances. The emphasis throughout is on political thinking as a response to
hard choices. Major thinkers covered include Plato, Aristotle, Augustine,
Aquinas, Machiavelli, Grotius, Locke, Spinoza, Montesquieu, Hume, Kant,
Rousseau, Burke, Hegel, Marx, Mill, Lenin, Schmitt, Nietzsche, Foucault,
Oakeshott and Rawls.

The book treats political philosophy and theory as a tentative engagement with a
fractured and controversial past. Yet political thinking remains the exercise of a
burden of a responsibility that is inescapable for us. Haddock introduces a history
that continues to shape our understanding of ourselves as political and historical
creatures.

A History of Political Thought will be of interest to students and scholars of
politics, history and philosophy.
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This book is a comprehensive introduction to the history of political thought, tracing the development of
arguments and controversies from ancient Greece, through different forms of community, state and empire,
to today's global concerns. Bruce Haddock highlights the bewildering variety of contexts that have framed
political thinking, yet also displays structural features that have proved to be remarkably stable over time. An
important theme in the book is the need to see political philosophy, even in its most abstract formulations, as
a response to historically contingent circumstances, without limiting its relevance to those circumstances.
The emphasis throughout is on political thinking as a response to hard choices. Major thinkers covered
include Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Grotius, Locke, Spinoza, Montesquieu, Hume,
Kant, Rousseau, Burke, Hegel, Marx, Mill, Lenin, Schmitt, Nietzsche, Foucault, Oakeshott and Rawls.

The book treats political philosophy and theory as a tentative engagement with a fractured and controversial
past. Yet political thinking remains the exercise of a burden of a responsibility that is inescapable for us.
Haddock introduces a history that continues to shape our understanding of ourselves as political and
historical creatures.

A History of Political Thought will be of interest to students and scholars of politics, history and philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Haddock's prose is clear and engaging and its texture is enriched by a wide range of reference ... it will
serve as an excellent overview for students of political thought, introducing them to the major concepts and
thinkers and helping to persuade them of their continued importance."
Times Higher Education

"A lively and erudite exploration of the history of political ideas, providing a lucid narrative of the history of
political concepts and quandaries from Greece to today."
International Affairs

"Bruce Haddock has produced a book that is as profound as it is comprehensive and thought-provoking. He
takes us from the pre-history of political thought to today's global politics, and does so with scholarly
authority, clarity and elegance. This will undoubtedly become one of the standard works of reference in the
history of political thought."
Jeremy Jennings, University of London

"Offers an admirably accessible and succinct survey of the main contours of Western political thought, from
the ancient Greek city-state to today's global village."
Terence Ball, Arizona State University

"Bruce Haddock tells the story of the history of Western political thought from its beginnings to the present
in all its rich diversity in a wonderfully engaging and intelligent manner. He combines enormous erudition
with an accessible style and wise judgement, to show how the best political thinking has always been a
response to hard choices, provoked by particular historical circumstances, while also transcending those
circumstances. The book will be an illuminating and provoking read whether this is one's first introduction to
the subject or even if you think you know it all already."
John Horton, Keele University

From the Back Cover
This book is a comprehensive introduction to the history of political thought, tracing the development of
arguments and controversies from ancient Greece, through different forms of community, state and empire,
to today's global concerns. Bruce Haddock highlights the bewildering variety of contexts that have framed
political thinking, yet also displays structural features that have proved to be remarkably stable over time. An
important theme in the book is the need to see political philosophy, even in its most abstract formulations, as
a response to historically contingent circumstances, without limiting its relevance to those circumstances.
The emphasis throughout is on political thinking as a response to hard choices. Major thinkers covered
include Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Grotius, Locke, Spinoza, Montesquieu, Hume,
Kant, Rousseau, Burke, Hegel, Marx, Mill, Lenin, Schmitt, Nietzsche, Foucault, Oakeshott and Rawls.

The book treats political philosophy and theory as a tentative engagement with a fractured and controversial
past. Yet political thinking remains the exercise of a burden of a responsibility that is inescapable for us.
Haddock introduces a history that continues to shape our understanding of ourselves as political and
historical creatures.



A History of Political Thought will be of interest to students and scholars of politics, history and philosophy.

About the Author
Bruce Haddock is Professor of Modern European Social and Political Thought at the School of European
Studies, Cardiff University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed A History
of Political Thought: From Antiquity to the Present? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Valerie Wright:

This book untitled A History of Political Thought: From Antiquity to the Present to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Harry Duffey:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely A History of Political Thought: From Antiquity to the Present. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Adam Hay:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book A History of Political Thought: From Antiquity
to the Present was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A History of
Political Thought: From Antiquity to the Present has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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