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You've read it as a biblical tale of courage. Experience it anew as a heart-
stirring love story.

She was a simple girl faced with an impossible choice. He was a magnificent
king with a lonely heart.

Their love was the divine surprise that changed the course of history.

The beloved story of Esther springs to fresh life in this inspired novel that
vibrates with mystery, intrigue, and romance.

"Joan Wolf never fails to deliver the best!" ?Nora Roberts
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Historical fiction writer Wolf (The Road to Avalon) has turned the biblical Book of Esther, read in
synagogues on the merrymaking festival of Purim, into a novel. She maintains most of the story's primary
elements but rearranges them, invents a bit, and changes several attributes of the characters. The hero,
Mordecai, appears as Esther's uncle rather than her cousin, as he was in the original biblical tale. More
importantly, she reimagines King Ahasuerus, who was originally based on the historical Xerxes, son of
Darius and grandson of Cyrus the Great, and makes him the fictional praiseworthy character. The real
Xerxes was actually arbitrary and brutal. In Wolf's novel, he plays a minor role as Ahasuerus's brother. Some
things don't change. The villain, Haman, who is booed and jeered when his name is mentioned in synagogue
readings, is just as nasty a person in the novel as he is in the biblical story. In both, he receives his just
desserts. Wolf has succeeded in tidying up the biblical account, reconstructing its people and events while
preserving its essential elements and producing an attractive love story. Readers can decide for themselves
which version they prefer. (June)

Review
Wolf's latest gives readers a wonderful glimpse into the life of Queen Esther. Readers will enjoy getting to
know her as a woman beset with political ambition and family rivalries. While this novel doesn't completely
follow the biblical story, readers will still enjoy this Cinderella tale come to life. (**** Rating) -- Romantic
Times

About the Author
Joan Wolf was born in New York City but has lived most of her adult life in Connecticut with her husband,
two children, and numerous pets. She's the author of A Reluctant Queen and The Road to Avalon lauded as
"historical fiction at its finest" by Publisher's Weekly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book A Reluctant Queen:
The Love Story of Esther. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Geraldine Dube:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title A Reluctant Queen:
The Love Story of Esther suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled A Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Estheris the main of several books which
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this



publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Alison McGowan:

The book A Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther has a lot associated with on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after looking over this book.

Tim Gonzalez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be A Reluctant Queen: The Love Story of Esther why because
the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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