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Here is a deftly written thriller that is also a "deep and moody" (NEW YORK
TIMES BOOK REVIEW) journey through the dark side of Japan's consumer-
crazed society. Ordinary people plunge into insurmountable personal debt and
fall prey to dangerous webs of underground creditors-so dangerous, in fact, that
murder may be the only way out. A beautiful young woman vanishes, and the
detective quickly finds she is not whom she claims to be. Is she a victim, a killer,
or both? In a country that tracks its citizens at every turn, how can two women
claim the same identity and then disappear without a trace?
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Recovering from a leg injury, a 43-year-old Tokyo police inspector named Shunsuke Honma realizes how
out of touch he has become when a relative asks him to make some private inquiries into the disappearance
of his fiancée. While he wasn't paying attention, it seems that everyone in the country but Honma has been
caught up in a consumer feeding frenzy--going into heavy debt and declaring bankruptcy at a snowballing
rate. This engrossing story of the search for happiness through shopping marks the first appearance in
English of one of Japan's leading writers.

From Publishers Weekly
The horror in this beautifully fashioned tale of stolen identity lies not in the cold-blooded crimes but in the
motive?a desperate hunger for consumer goods. Shunsuke Honma, a widowed 43-year-old Tokyo police
inspector with a 10-year-old son, is on disability leave. The boring cycle of idleness punctuated by painful
physical therapy sessions comes to a halt when a nephew asks for Honma's help in finding his missing
fiancee, whom he knows as Shoko Sekine. As Honma's search intensifies, he realizes the fiancee had
actually assumed Sekine's identity and possibly killed her. For the American reader, the jewel in this
enormously compelling novel is the portrait of working- and middle-class Japanese getting caught in a cycle
of astronomical personal debt in order to enjoy the good life. Also eye-opening is Japan's elaborate registry
system for keeping track of its citizenry. In order to become Shoko Sekine, the impostor had to perpetrate an
ingeniously elaborate series of hoaxes and lies. Honma is tenacious, methodical, an attentive listener with a
retentive memory and the ability to connect disparate bits of information. The trail takes him back through
the real Sekine's history and into the life of the other woman, whose family ran afoul of vicious loan sharks.
Miyabe drives her complex plot with spare prose, combining expert pacing and psychological nuance to
ultimately haunting effect. (Feb.) FYI: All She Was worth was named Best Novel of the year and Best
Mystery for 1992 in Japan.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This popular Japanese writer's work, translated admirably well, offers finely detailed narrative, Tokyo
backdrops, and an approachable police detective. Shunsuke Honma, the 42-year-old investigator, looks for a
young woman while recuperating from a gunshot wound. Honma soon discovers that a relative's missing
fiancee had more to hide than a bankruptcy in her past: she assumed another woman's identity and may have
killed to do so. Honma struggles with this unofficial job, with his young son, and with self-doubt?all of
which add subtle complication and psychological depth to a masterful plot. Super work from an award-
winning author.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brad Bennett:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled All She Was Worth. Try to the actual book All She Was Worth



as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Agnes Shivers:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take All She Was Worth as the daily resource
information.

Zoe Harris:

The particular book All She Was Worth has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Dorothy Payne:

This All She Was Worth is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this All She Was Worth can be the light food
for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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