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Some 7,500 years ago, the continental ice sheet retreated from the landscape we
now know as Quebec. This cold, unique, and beautiful land has continued to shift
with the movement of peoples and their often troubled interactions.

The retreating ice marks the beginning of this fascinating and richly illustrated
history. Peter Gossage and Jack Little recount the history of Quebec from the
earliest days to the present in concise and elegant prose. By around 1000 BCE
the Iroquois of the St. Lawrence Valley were making pottery and cultivating
crops, with evidence of trade as far as the Gulf of Mexico. Of course European
contact changed this world forever, from the introduction of metal to the
introduction of Christianity. Early settlements became a militarized colony;
Wolfe defeated Montcalm on the Plains of Abraham; and control of the colony's
commerce slipped into the hands of English-speaking merchants, setting the
stage for political conflict in the early nineteenth century. At the same time, the
Industrial Revolution brought increased tension between tradition and
modernity-two forces that even today can be difficult to reconcile. Quebec, in its
often uneasy union with the rest of Canada (not to mention its own Aboriginal
peoples), continues to evolve as its population becomes ever more diverse.

Detailed chapters on modern Quebec evaluate the political turmoil of recent
years, from constitutional wrangles, to the Oka crisis, to sovereignty discussions,
and the debate about cultural accommodation. Quebec remains a "curious and
fascinating political space," a beacon of French-language culture in North
America, and an extraordinary nation within a nation.

Rarely seen illustrations are accompanied by in-depth captions, opening a world
of visual narrative to the history of this complex society.
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Some 7,500 years ago, the continental ice sheet retreated from the landscape we now know as Quebec. This
cold, unique, and beautiful land has continued to shift with the movement of peoples and their often troubled
interactions.

The retreating ice marks the beginning of this fascinating and richly illustrated history. Peter Gossage and
Jack Little recount the history of Quebec from the earliest days to the present in concise and elegant prose.
By around 1000 BCE the Iroquois of the St. Lawrence Valley were making pottery and cultivating crops,
with evidence of trade as far as the Gulf of Mexico. Of course European contact changed this world forever,
from the introduction of metal to the introduction of Christianity. Early settlements became a militarized
colony; Wolfe defeated Montcalm on the Plains of Abraham; and control of the colony's commerce slipped
into the hands of English-speaking merchants, setting the stage for political conflict in the early nineteenth
century. At the same time, the Industrial Revolution brought increased tension between tradition and
modernity-two forces that even today can be difficult to reconcile. Quebec, in its often uneasy union with the
rest of Canada (not to mention its own Aboriginal peoples), continues to evolve as its population becomes
ever more diverse.

Detailed chapters on modern Quebec evaluate the political turmoil of recent years, from constitutional
wrangles, to the Oka crisis, to sovereignty discussions, and the debate about cultural accommodation.
Quebec remains a "curious and fascinating political space," a beacon of French-language culture in North
America, and an extraordinary nation within a nation.

Rarely seen illustrations are accompanied by in-depth captions, opening a world of visual narrative to the
history of this complex society.
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Editorial Review

Review
Featured on CBC Radio's All in a Weekend

"Well written and handsomely illustrated . . . a valuable addition to the bookshelf." --Montreal Gazette

"A well-rounded portrait. . . . This book is reliable and thorough; a handy handbook on the forces of tradition
and modernity." --Montreal Review of Books

"For anyone wanting to know more about Quebec, a little or even a lot, this book has much to recommend
it." --Life in Quebec Magazine

"This should become the go-to history of Quebec." --Brian Young, Canada's History

About the Author

Peter Gossage is a professor in the Department of History at Concordia University. He is the author of
Families in Transition: Industry and Population in Nineteenth-Century Saint-Hyacinthe (McGill-Queen's,
1999) and co-author, with Danielle Gauvreau and Diane Gervais, of La Fecondite des Quebecoises, 1870-
1970: D'une exception a l'autre (Boreal, 2007). He is also co-director, with John Lutz and Ruth Sandwell, of
the prize-winning educational website Great Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian History
(www.canadianmysteries.ca).

Jack Little, FRSC, is a professor in the Department of History at Simon Fraser University. His publications
include Loyalties in Conflict: A Canadian Borderland in War and Rebellion, 1812-1840 (University of
Toronto Press, 2008), The Other Quebec: Microhistorical Essays on Nineteenth-Century Religion and
Society (University of Toronto Press, 2006), and Borderland Religion: The Emergence of an English-
Canadian Identity (University of Toronto Press, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book An Illustrated History of Quebec: Tradition and Modernity
(Illustrated History of Canada) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve An Illustrated History of Quebec: Tradition and
Modernity (Illustrated History of Canada) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book An Illustrated History of Quebec: Tradition and Modernity (Illustrated History of Canada).
You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.



Eloisa Hurd:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name An Illustrated History of
Quebec: Tradition and Modernity (Illustrated History of Canada) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled An Illustrated History of Quebec: Tradition
and Modernity (Illustrated History of Canada)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jewel Tarr:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this An
Illustrated History of Quebec: Tradition and Modernity (Illustrated History of Canada), you can tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Adrienne Helms:

This An Illustrated History of Quebec: Tradition and Modernity (Illustrated History of Canada) is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having An Illustrated History of Quebec: Tradition and Modernity (Illustrated
History of Canada) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So
, it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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