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How can the psychotherapist think about not knowing? Is psychoanalysis a
contemplative practice? This book explores the possibility that there are
resources in philosophy and theology which can help psychoanalysts and
psychotherapists think more clearly about the unknown and the
unknowable.

The book applies the lens of apophasis to psychoanalysis, providing a detailed
reading of apophasis in the work of Pseudo-Dionysius and exploring C.G. Jung's
engagement with apophatic discourse. Pseudo-Dionysius brought together Greek
and biblical currents of negative theology and the via negativa, and the
psychology of Jung can be read as a continuation and extension of the apophatic
tradition. Henderson discusses the concept of the transcendent function as an
apophatic dynamic at the heart of Jung's thought, and suggests that apophasis can
provide the key to understanding the family resemblance among the disparate
schools of psychoanalysis.

Chapters consider:

-Jung’s discussion of opposites, including his reception of Nicholas of Cusa’s
concept of the coincidence of opposites
-Jung's engagement with Neoplatonism and Pseudo-Dionysius
-the work of Jung in relation to Deleuze, Derrida and other writers
-how motifs in Pseudo-Dionysius’ Ecclesiastical Hierarchy resonate with
contemporary psychoanalytic psychotherapy.

The in-depth examination of primary sources in this comprehensive volume
provides a platform for research into apophasis in the wider field of
psychoanalysis. It will prove valuable reading for scholars and analysts of
Jungian psychology studying religion and mysticism.
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How can the psychotherapist think about not knowing? Is psychoanalysis a contemplative practice?
This book explores the possibility that there are resources in philosophy and theology which can help
psychoanalysts and psychotherapists think more clearly about the unknown and the unknowable.

The book applies the lens of apophasis to psychoanalysis, providing a detailed reading of apophasis in the
work of Pseudo-Dionysius and exploring C.G. Jung's engagement with apophatic discourse. Pseudo-
Dionysius brought together Greek and biblical currents of negative theology and the via negativa, and the
psychology of Jung can be read as a continuation and extension of the apophatic tradition. Henderson
discusses the concept of the transcendent function as an apophatic dynamic at the heart of Jung's thought,
and suggests that apophasis can provide the key to understanding the family resemblance among the
disparate schools of psychoanalysis.

Chapters consider:

-Jung’s discussion of opposites, including his reception of Nicholas of Cusa’s concept of the coincidence of
opposites
-Jung's engagement with Neoplatonism and Pseudo-Dionysius
-the work of Jung in relation to Deleuze, Derrida and other writers
-how motifs in Pseudo-Dionysius’ Ecclesiastical Hierarchy resonate with contemporary psychoanalytic
psychotherapy.

The in-depth examination of primary sources in this comprehensive volume provides a platform for research
into apophasis in the wider field of psychoanalysis. It will prove valuable reading for scholars and analysts of
Jungian psychology studying religion and mysticism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I congratulate Henderson for a remarkable work of scholarship, and thank Routledge for making
this available to a specialised audience"- David Tacey, La Tobe University, International Journal of
Jungian Studies, 2014

"This original and learned book goes a long way to showing that Jungian psychoanalysis echoes the
philosophical tradition of which Pseudo - Dionysius was a part."- Johannes A. Steenbuch, University of
Copenhagen, The International Journal of the Platonic Tradition 8 (2014) 231-262

"Henderson's command of Jung's corpus is equally useful, and ranges throughout Jung's works with
ease and careful attention to the illustration of the many ways in which Jung used sources from the
tradition. As the dialogue with the tradition that Jung engaged in is more fully understood and
unpacked, Henderson's work will serve as an essential resource." - George B. Hogenson, Chicago
Society of Jungian Analysis

"This is a highly significant book which recovers a long and deep tradition in Western Thought, and
ties it to a context of modern psychoanalysis. It is a voyage which takes the author from Plato to
Freud, and to Jung, but via the immensely important figure of Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite."
--Raoul Mortley, raoulmortley.com

About the Author

David Henderson is Senior Lecturer in Psychoanalysis at the Centre for Psychoanalysis, Middlesex
University, London, UK. He is an analytical psychotherapist working in private practice and a founder of the
Association of Independent Psychotherapists, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mindy Munson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Apophatic Elements in
the Theory and Practice of Psychoanalysis: Pseudo-Dionysius and C.G. Jung (Research in Analytical
Psychology and Jungian Studies) book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.



Debbie Clark:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Apophatic
Elements in the Theory and Practice of Psychoanalysis: Pseudo-Dionysius and C.G. Jung (Research in
Analytical Psychology and Jungian Studies) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Apophatic Elements in the Theory and Practice of
Psychoanalysis: Pseudo-Dionysius and C.G. Jung (Research in Analytical Psychology and Jungian Studies)is
the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Chris Wolf:

The book with title Apophatic Elements in the Theory and Practice of Psychoanalysis: Pseudo-Dionysius and
C.G. Jung (Research in Analytical Psychology and Jungian Studies) contains a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Lillian Thornton:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list is usually Apophatic Elements in the Theory and Practice of
Psychoanalysis: Pseudo-Dionysius and C.G. Jung (Research in Analytical Psychology and Jungian Studies).
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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