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"Fascinating . . . An admirably lucid, level-headed history of outbreaks of
joy from Dionysus to the Grateful Dead."--Terry Eagleton, The Nation
 
Widely praised as "impressive" (The Washington Post Book World), "ambitious"
(The Wall Street Journal), and "alluring" (The Los Angeles Times), Dancing in
the Streets explores a human impulse that has been so effectively suppressed that
we lack even a term for it: the desire for collective joy, historically expressed in
revels of feasting, costuming, and dancing.
 
Drawing on a wealth of history and anthropology, Barbara Ehrenreich uncovers
the origins of communal celebration in human biology and culture. From the
earliest orgiastic Mesopotamian rites to the medieval practice of Christianity as a
"danced religion" and the transgressive freedoms of carnival, she demonstrates
that mass festivities have long been central to the Western tradition. In recent
centuries, this festive tradition has been repressed, cruelly and often bloodily. But
as Ehrenreich argues in this original, exhilarating, and ultimately optimistic book,
the celebratory impulse is too deeply ingrained in human nature ever to be
completely extinguished.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Ehrenreich's social history of collective joy, ranging from pagan ritual to rock concerts, comes off as an
extended, rambling lecture, taking in a varied array of subjects along the way. Taking the hint, Ward reads
Ehrenreich's book with a touch of the lecturer's oratorical savvy, and some of that same figure's dry
deliberation. Ehrenreich argues that communal ecstasy has been too often misunderstood as an excuse for
booze-fueled sexual bacchanalias, ignoring its political and social components. Ward is neither overly joyous
in her reading, owing too much to the nature of her material, nor overly serious, her voice tinged with the
slightest hint of charmed pleasure at the prospect of declaiming on Ehrenreich's chosen subject. The
unabridged audio is not overlong as audiobooks go, but there are moments where Ward's reading drags ever
so slightly, pulled down by a sameness of approach that threatens to inspire the opposite of the ecstatic
moments Ehrenreich's book describes. The solid quality of Ehrenreich's prose papers over the gaps and gives
Ward's reading the pleasurable (if not quite monumentally joyous) sensation it possesses.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Barbara Ehrenreich is the author of fourteen books, including the New York Times bestsellers Nickel and
Dimed and Bait and Switch. A frequent contributor to Harper's and The Nation, she has been a columnist at
The New York Times and Time magazine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy.

Allan Carle:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.



Ollie Brooks:

The e-book untitled Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy is the book that recommended to you
to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Mathew Holstein:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Dancing in the Streets: A History of Collective Joy this guide consist
a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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