
Diaghilev's Ballets Russes

By Lynn Garafola

Diaghilev's Ballets Russes By Lynn Garafola

In the history of twentieth-century ballet, no company has had so profound and
far-reaching an influence as the Ballets Russes. Under the direction of impresario
extraordinaire Serge Diaghilev (1872–1929), the Ballets Russes radically
transformed the nature of ballet—its subject matter, movement idiom,
choreographic style, stage space, music, scenic design, costume, even the
dancer's physical appearance. From 1909 to 1929, it nurtured some of the
greatest choreographers in dance history—Fokine, Nijinsky, Massine, and
Balanchine—and created such classics as Les Sylphides, Firebird, Petrouchka,
L'Après-midi d'un Faune, Les Noces, and Apollo. Diaghilev brought together
some of the leading artists of his time, including composers Stravinsky, Debussy,
and Prokofiev; artists Picasso, Braque, and Matisse, and poets Hoffmansthal and
Cocteau. Diaghilev's Ballets Russes is the most authoritative history of the
company ever written and the first to examine it as a totality—its art, enterprise,
and audience. Combining social and cultural history with illuminating
discussions of dance, drama, music, art, economics, and public reception, Lynn
Garafola paints an extraordinary portrait of the company that shaped ballet into
what it is today.
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the Ballets Russes. Under the direction of impresario extraordinaire Serge Diaghilev (1872–1929), the
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The Ballets Russes, in existence from 1909 to 1929, heraled modernism in ballet. The company's infamous
impresario, Serge Diaghilev, had an uncommon facility for recognizing talent and fostering successful
collaborations. He brought together innovative artists, dancers, composers, and choreographers in
groundbreaking productions such as L'Apr es-Midi d'un Faune . Fokine, Nijinsky, Picasso, Stravinsky,
Massine, Bakst, and Balanchine were just a few of the key players in the company's history. Garafola's
approach to dance history is expansive, taking in the cultural and artistic influences and economic realities,
and applying newer methodologies. Scholarly, yet extremely readable, this is highly recommended for most
libraries, even those owning Richard Buckle's Diaghilev (LJ 10/1/79).
- Joan Stahl, Enoch Pratt Free Lib., Baltimore
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Dance critic and historian Lynn Garafola is the editor of Rethinking the Sylph: New Perspectives on the
Romantic Edition and coeditor of André Levinson on Dance: Writings from Paris in the Twenties. She lives
in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Diaghilev's Ballets Russes. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Diaghilev's
Ballets Russes. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Michelle Jennings:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Diaghilev's Ballets Russes will give you new experience in examining a book.



Carl Kile:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Diaghilev's Ballets Russes can make you feel more interested to read.

Lynn Gallagher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Diaghilev's
Ballets Russes.
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