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Employing a framework that focuses on the actions and choices of elites in
creating consolidated democracies, a distinguished group of scholars examines
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Italy,
Mexico, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Without ignoring the
roles of mass publics and institutions, the authors conclude that in independent
states with long records of political instability and authoritarian rule, democratic
consolidation requires the achievement of elite "consensual unity"--that is,
agreement among all politically important elites on the worth of existing
democratic institutions and respect for democratic rules-of-the-game, coupled
with increased "structural integration" among those elites.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The historical context is one of the more interesting and important contributions made by the Higley-
Gunther volume since it provides a very handy political history of the recent past across a very wide range of
countries. Moreover, the editors have imposed a more consistent theoretical framework than is usual in such
collections...and the Higley-Gunther theory is in itself an interesting one...The editors and the authors of the
case studies have been very careful in almost all cases to engage the theory in their specific cases and this
makes for a very stimulating overall product." Kenneth Maxwell, Council on Foreign Relations

"There is surprising consistency in the excellence of the volume's content, interpretation, and even in its
writing style. Another virtue is the clear focus the editors have imparted to the work in their introductory and
concluding chapters, and also apparently, in their introductions to the contributors...The volume really does
center on the issue of the degree to which agreements among the elites are a major causal factor in
democratic consolidation...An excellent volume, discussing important problems over a wide range of
countries with intelligence and style." Edward Malefakis, Columbia University

"This is a very useful compendium for historians, as well as for political scientists." Martin C. Needler,
American Political Science Review

"...a valuable contribution to the burgeoning literature on democratization by insightfully exploring the role
that political elites play in the process of democratic consolidation." Journal of Democracy

From the Back Cover
Employing a framework that focuses on the actions and choices of elites in creating consolidated
democracies, a distinguished group of scholars examine in this book the recent transitions to democracy and
the prospects for democratic stability in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Peru, Portugal,
Spain, and Uruguay. The role of elites in creating, democratizing, and consolidating the longer-established
democratic regimes in Colombia, Costa Rica, Italy, and Venezuela is also assessed, and an analysis of the
stable but not very democratic Mexican regime is presented.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern
Europe book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer associated with Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern
Europe content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Elites and
Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern Europe is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?



Edgar Foley:

The feeling that you get from Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern Europe
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Elites and Democratic Consolidation in
Latin America and Southern Europe giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this kind of Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern Europe instantly.

Alexandra Robbins:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Elites and
Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern Europe suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America
and Southern Europeis the one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Faye Springer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Elites and Democratic Consolidation
in Latin America and Southern Europe reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern Europe as good book but not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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