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Freedom on My Mind reveals the richly diverse and complex experience of black
people in America in their own words, from the Colonial era of Benjamin
Banneker to the present world of Kweisi Mfume and Clarence Thomas. Personal
correspondence, excerpts from slave narratives and autobiographies, leaflets,
significant addresses and speeches, oral histories and interviews, political
manifestos, and important statements of black institutions and organizations are
brought together to form a volume that testifies to the boundless creative
potential of black Americans in indefatigable pursuit of the dream of freedom.

Arranged thematically, the selections illustrate the politics of resistance?as
reflected through gender and sexuality, kinship and community, work and
leisure, faith and spirituality. They also highlight the contributions of women to
black identity, history, and consciousness, and offer excerpts from the work of
some of the finest stylists in the African American canon. A general introduction
as well as short introductions and bibliographies for each document further
enhance the usefulness of the book for students and researchers.
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Freedom on My Mind reveals the richly diverse and complex experience of black people in America in their
own words, from the Colonial era of Benjamin Banneker to the present world of Kweisi Mfume and
Clarence Thomas. Personal correspondence, excerpts from slave narratives and autobiographies, leaflets,
significant addresses and speeches, oral histories and interviews, political manifestos, and important
statements of black institutions and organizations are brought together to form a volume that testifies to the
boundless creative potential of black Americans in indefatigable pursuit of the dream of freedom.

Arranged thematically, the selections illustrate the politics of resistance?as reflected through gender and
sexuality, kinship and community, work and leisure, faith and spirituality. They also highlight the
contributions of women to black identity, history, and consciousness, and offer excerpts from the work of
some of the finest stylists in the African American canon. A general introduction as well as short
introductions and bibliographies for each document further enhance the usefulness of the book for students
and researchers.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The constant struggle for freedom of people of African descent in the Americas, from the
colonial era to the present day, forms the focal point of this anthology. Highlighting the variance between
white and black concepts and applications of freedom, the collection provides a perspective of the struggle
from the bottom up, in the reality of ordinary life, where people express their struggles through their
imaginations as an expression of creative possibilities. This collection of speeches, essays, poems, sermons,
folktales, letters, and interviews reflects the struggle within the American culture, and resistance in multiple
forms, including the recognition of the significance of gender and sexuality in this struggle. The first part
explores gender, kinship, and community, with contributions by Sojourner Truth, W. E. B. DuBois, Eldridge
Cleaver, Anita Hill, and Angela Davis. Part 2 focuses on political, economic, and social justice andincludes a
letter from Benjamin Banneker to Thomas Jefferson and essays by Booker T. Washington, Bayard Rustin,
and Jesse Jackson. The final section--culture, faith, and celebration--includes contributions from Henry Louis
Gates Jr., Ralph Ellison, Michael Eric Dyson, and Louis Farrakhan. An excellent read and reference
resource. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

The beauty of this volume is not that it challenges the existing canon on black experience but that it fills
lacunae left by other works... Essential reading for anyone interested in American history and African
American studies, this is recommended for both public and academic libraries.

(Edward G. McCormack, University of Southern Mississippi Library Journal)

Highlighting the variance between white and black concepts and applications of freedom,... [t]his collection
of speeches, essays, poems, sermons, folktales, letters, and interviews reflects the struggle within the
American culture... An excellent read and reference resource.

(Booklist)

Spanning the period from the Colonial era to the present, this important anthology features the works of
noteworthy figures of African American history and culture... Highly recommended.

(Choice)

Recommended for all public and academic libraries.

(Anthony J. Adam American Reference Books Annual)

Elegantly structured anthology.

(Andrew Radford Journal of American Studies)

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Review

Manning Marable--the Du Bois of the contemporary era--is a person of far-reaching intelligence. In this, his
latest book, he has selected with painstaking and exquisite care intriguing and insightful articles and essays
that distill the very essence of the African-American experience over the centuries. These are combined with
his brilliant and concise prefatory notes that place these documents in historical context; in sum, this is the
latest masterwork from one of our premier intellectuals.

(Gerald Horne, author of Race Woman:The Lives of Shirley Graham Du Bois)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

This Freedom on My Mind book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Freedom on My Mind without
we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Freedom on My Mind can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Freedom on My Mind having great
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Anthony Valdez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Freedom on My Mind.

Robert Stewart:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Freedom on My Mind why because the excellent cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Cameron Trammell:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better



to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Freedom on My Mind this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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