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The International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM) is currently
implementing the greatest change ever in the world's system of weights and
measures -- it is redefining the kilogram, the final artefact standard, and
reorganizing the system of international units. This book tells the inside story of
what led to these changes, from the events surrounding the founding of the BIPM
in 1875 -- a landmark in the history of international cooperation -- to the present.
It traces not only the evolution of the science, but also the story of the key
individuals and events.

The BIPM was the first international scientific laboratory. Founded in 1875 by
the Metre Convention, its original tasks were to conserve the new international
standards of the metre and the kilogram, to carry out calibrations for Member
States and undertake research to advance measurement science. The book is
based on the substantial archive of the BIPM which, from the very beginning,
recounts the many discussions and arguments first as to whether and how such an
institute should be created and in due course, how over the next one hundred and
thirty years it should develop. Despite many national and personal rivalries, the
institute actually created was admirably suited to its declared tasks. In the years
and decades that followed, the scientific work of the small group of men who
made up its first staff was of a very high order. One of the early Directors
received the Nobel Prize for physics in 1920 for his discovery of invar. The
international governing Board of the institute, the International Committee of
Weights and Measures, has guided the institute from one charged with the
conservation of the prototype artefacts to one now at the centre of world
metrology and preparing for the redefinition of the last remaining artifact, the
kilogram, in terms of a fixed value for one of the fundamental constants of
physics, the Planck constant
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next one hundred and thirty years it should develop. Despite many national and personal rivalries, the
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Terry Quinn is an experimental physicist who has worked in a number of fields of measurements science:
temperature, optical radiometry, mass and fundamental constants. From 1988 to 2003 he was Director of the
International Bureau of Weights and Measures, Sevres, France and was much involved in the organization of
international metrology. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lola Taylor:

The book From Artefacts to Atoms: The BIPM and the Search for Ultimate Measurement Standards can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a good thing like a book From Artefacts to Atoms: The BIPM and the Search for Ultimate
Measurement Standards? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book From Artefacts to
Atoms: The BIPM and the Search for Ultimate Measurement Standards has simple shape however you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Kline:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that From Artefacts to Atoms: The
BIPM and the Search for Ultimate Measurement Standards to read.

John Casteel:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of From Artefacts to Atoms:
The BIPM and the Search for Ultimate Measurement Standards book as starter and daily reading guide.



Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Bessler:

From Artefacts to Atoms: The BIPM and the Search for Ultimate Measurement Standards can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing From Artefacts to Atoms: The BIPM and the Search for Ultimate Measurement Standards but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
considering.
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