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Halt Station India chronicles the dramatic rise of Indias origina rail network, the
arrival of thefirst train, and the subsequent emergence of a pioneering electric
line-all in the port city of Bombay. Trains that once provoked awe and fear-they
were viewed as fire chariots, smoke-spewing demons-have today become a
nation's lifeblood. Taking awalk along Indiasfirst rail lines, the author stumbles
upon fragments of the past-a clock at Victoria Terminus that offers arare view of
acity; acannon near Magid Bunder Station that is worshipped as agod; a
watchtower overlooking Sion Station, believed to have housed a witch. Each pit-
stop comes with stories of desire and war, ambition and death-by Dockyard Road
Station, for instance, author Laurence Sterne's beloved, Eliza Draper, followed a
sailor into the seg; or closeto Parel Station, the wife of Indias governor general,
Lord Canning found agarden rich in tropical vegetation; this, she replicated at
Barrackpore. Drawing from journal s, biographies, newspapers and railway
archives-and with nostalgic, first-time accounts of those who travelled by India's
earliest trains-the book captures the economic and social revolutions spurred by
the country'sfirst train line. In this, Halt Station Indiais not just about the
railways-it is the story of the growth of India's business capital and arare study
of anation.
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Halt Station India chronicles the dramatic rise of India's original rail network, the arrival of thefirst train,
and the subseguent emergence of a pioneering electric line-all in the port city of Bombay. Trains that once
provoked awe and fear-they were viewed as fire chariots, smoke-spewing demons-have today become a
nation's lifeblood. Taking awalk along Indiasfirst rail lines, the author stumbles upon fragments of the past-
aclock at Victoria Terminus that offers arare view of acity; acannon near Magjid Bunder Station that is
worshipped as a god; awatchtower overlooking Sion Station, believed to have housed a witch. Each pit-stop
comes with stories of desire and war, ambition and death-by Dockyard Road Station, for instance, author
Laurence Sterne's beloved, Eliza Draper, followed a sailor into the sea; or close to Parel Station, the wife of
India's governor general, Lord Canning found a garden rich in tropical vegetation,; this, she replicated at
Barrackpore. Drawing from journals, biographies, newspapers and railway archives-and with nostalgic, first-
time accounts of those who travelled by Indias earliest trains-the book captures the economic and social
revolutions spurred by the country'sfirst train line. In this, Halt Station Indiais not just about the railways-it
isthe story of the growth of India's business capital and a rare study of anation.
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Editorial Review

Review
Rajendra B. Aklekar s research and his scholarship which enables him to interpret his findings throws new
light on the way railways were built. --Sir Mark Tully, author of Non-Stop India

Fascinating stuff. An enormous amount of really rigorous work. --Naresh Fernandes, author of City Adrift: A
Short Biography of Bombay

About the Author

A journalist for the past twenty years, Rajendra B. Aklekar has two things on his mind the railways and
Bombay. He started his career with Rusi Karanjia s firebrand The Daily, where he used to run aweekly
column on the history of Bombay s railway stations. Presently, Aklekar is associated with The Times Group
sMumbai Mirror. He has trained himself in museology to document Bombay s vanishing relics, helped the
railways set up heritage galleries, and worked on several prestigious projects to conserve the city sancient
structures.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
George Balin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Lines why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Floy Knowles:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, smply
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Lines provide you with
new experience in studying a book.



Clara Radtke:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the
Nation's First Rail Lines can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of
date, spending your extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Rosa Felton:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. Thisbook Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Lineswas filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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