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Having trouble understanding algebra? Do algebraic concepts, equations, and
logic just make your head spin? We have great news: Head First Algebra is
designed for you. Full of engaging stories and practical, real-world explanations,
this book will help you learn everything from natural numbers and exponents to
solving systems of equations and graphing polynomials.

Along the way, you'll go beyond solving hundreds of repetitive problems, and
actually use what you learn to make real-life decisions. Does it make sense to
buy two years of insurance on a car that depreciates as soon as you drive it off
the lot? Can you really afford an XBox 360 and a new iPhone? Learn how to put
algebra to work for you, and nail your class exams along the way.

Your time is way too valuable to waste struggling with new concepts. Using the
latest research in cognitive science and learning theory to craft a multi-sensory
learning experience, Head First Algebra uses a visually rich format specifically
designed to take advantage of the way your brain really works.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
If you need help with algebra, this unique book is designed for you. Full of engaging stories and practical
explanations, Head First Algebra will help you learn everything from natural numbers to exponents to
solving systems of equations and graphing polynomials.

Right after you tell someone that you’re writing a math book, that’s what half the people tell you. Why is
that? You never hear somebody say “I’m not a history person.” They’ll just say “I don’t like history.” It says
to me that people think it’s something wrong with them, not the subject.

Why is that important? Because it means that helping learners struggling with math is equal parts working on
the material and working on the learner. In order to really get the learner engaged, you first have to fix the
math issues that they have. 

Where do math issues come from?

Math study is sequential.
If you have problem with understanding a concept with addition, then you’re going to have trouble with
subtraction and multiplication. So if you have a problem with Algebra, it’s going to follow you through
Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigonometry, and the fact is that unless you go back and relearn the concept that is
missing, there will be problems showing up in your work and it will be really hard to find the root cause.

Through elementary school, here’s how math progresses:

Pretty intuitive in the beginning (adding and subtracting you can do with blocks and it makes total sense).

 



Then “math” goes into the land of times tables, division, more multiplication (this time with two places),
more division (this time with two places), and it tends to get...well...Boring! So by the time you start
Algebra, you’re already saying, "I'm not a math person."

The problem is that Algebra is where mathematics really starts, although a bunch of people are already
turned off. In Algebra you’re learning how to apply logic, how to construct a real problem in the math world,
and seeking a solution to things that you can’t do in your head. You can write out the situation as you know
it, and following Algebraic principles, get to the answer. The answer is something that you can actually use.
You learn the process and understand the relationship that the equation, inequality, functions, or graph
represents; and how to manipulate it.



EVERYBODY is a math person; you just might not know it yet. Doesn’t mean that everybody is going to
love it, go out and become a math major, but it means that everyone can work with math and use it out there
in the world. Because you’ll need to. Unless you plan to never spend any money or put anything together
with tools, you’re going to need math to help you. And there is no reason why everyone can’t get there. They
just have to start by thinking they can.

About the Author
Tracey Pilone is a freelance technical writer who has supported mission planning and RF analysis software
for the Navy. She is a licensed Civil Engineer who has worked in construction management for several years
in Washington DC. She has a Civil Engineering degree from Virginia Tech and a Masters of Education from
the University of Virginia.

Dan Pilone is a Senior Software Architect with Blueprint Technologies, Inc. He has designed and
implemented systems for Hughes, ARINC, UPS, and the Naval Research Laboratory. He also teaches project
management, software design, and software engineering at The Catholic University in Washington D.C. Dan
has written several books on software development, including UML 2.0 in a Nutshell and UML 2.0 Pocket
Reference, both published by O'Reilly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Guy:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Head First Algebra: A
Learner's Guide to Algebra I? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Robert Penrose:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Head First Algebra: A Learner's
Guide to Algebra I to read.

Bradley Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Head First Algebra: A Learner's Guide to
Algebra I publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Head First Algebra: A



Learner's Guide to Algebra I as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one
book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Marcus Huskins:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Head First Algebra: A Learner's Guide to Algebra I can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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