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As a building type, art museums are unparalleled for the opportunities they
provide for architectural investigation and experimentation. They are frequently
key components of urban revitalization and often push the limits of building
technology. Art museums are places of pleasure, education and contemplation.
They are remarkable by their prominence and sheer quantity, and their lessons
are useful for all architects and for all building types.

This book provides explicit and comprehensive coverage of the most important
museums built in the first ten years of the 21st Century in the United States and
Europe. By dissecting and analyzing each case, Ronnie Self allows the reader to
get under the skin of each design and fully understand the process behind these
remarkable buildings. Richly designed with full technical illustrations and
sections the book includes the work of Tadao Ando, Zaha Hadid, Peter Cook &
Colin Fournier, Renzo Piano, Yoshi Taniguchi, Herzog & de Meuron, Jean
Nouvel, SANAA, Daniel Libeskind, Diller Scofidio & Renfro, Steven Holl,
Coop Himmelb(l)au, Bernard Tschumi, Sauerbruch Hutton, and Shigeru Ban &
Jean de Gastines.

Together these diverse projects provide a catalogue of design solutions for the
contemporary museum and a snapshot of current architectural thought and
culture. One of few books on this subject written by an architect, Self’s analysis
thoroughly and critically appraises each project from multiple aspects and
crucially takes the reader from concept to building. This is an essential book for
any professional engaged in designing a museum.
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As a building type, art museums are unparalleled for the opportunities they provide for architectural
investigation and experimentation. They are frequently key components of urban revitalization and often
push the limits of building technology. Art museums are places of pleasure, education and contemplation.
They are remarkable by their prominence and sheer quantity, and their lessons are useful for all architects
and for all building types.

This book provides explicit and comprehensive coverage of the most important museums built in the first ten
years of the 21st Century in the United States and Europe. By dissecting and analyzing each case, Ronnie
Self allows the reader to get under the skin of each design and fully understand the process behind these
remarkable buildings. Richly designed with full technical illustrations and sections the book includes the
work of Tadao Ando, Zaha Hadid, Peter Cook & Colin Fournier, Renzo Piano, Yoshi Taniguchi, Herzog &
de Meuron, Jean Nouvel, SANAA, Daniel Libeskind, Diller Scofidio & Renfro, Steven Holl, Coop
Himmelb(l)au, Bernard Tschumi, Sauerbruch Hutton, and Shigeru Ban & Jean de Gastines.

Together these diverse projects provide a catalogue of design solutions for the contemporary museum and a
snapshot of current architectural thought and culture. One of few books on this subject written by an
architect, Self’s analysis thoroughly and critically appraises each project from multiple aspects and crucially
takes the reader from concept to building. This is an essential book for any professional engaged in designing
a museum.
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Editorial Review

Review

"He [Self] lucidly dissects how each of these often complicated buildings works in its context, how it is
perceived and moved through by visitors, how exhibitions can be hung given the architectural
strategies...how the buildings are structured and constructed, how mechanical and environmental systems
operate, and how each is serviced."

-David Heymann, Cite Magazine

"The Architecture of Art Museums presents a terrific summation of the building type over the first decade of
the twenty-first century and is the definitive reference work on the subject. It belongs on the shelf of any
architect engaged in museum design."

--Eric Michael Wolf, Journal of Architectural Education

About the Author

Ronnie Self is Associate Professor of Architecture at the Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture at the
University of Houston, USA. He received a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Texas at Austin
and advanced degrees in Theories of Architecture from the École d’Architecture Paris-Villemin and
Philosophy of Art from the Université de Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne. He is a registered architect practicing
in Houston and previously worked in the Paris office of Renzo Piano Building Workshop for 12 years where,
among other projects, he was the Architect in Charge of the Atelier Brancusi for the Centre Georges
Pompidou. He writes regularly on recently completed projects throughout the United States for American
and French magazines.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade of Design: 2000 -
2010.



Clarence Lowery:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Architecture of Art Museums: A
Decade of Design: 2000 - 2010 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Mike Edwards:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade of Design: 2000 - 2010 suitable to you? The actual book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade
of Design: 2000 - 2010is one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Larry Strickland:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Architecture of Art Museums: A Decade of
Design: 2000 - 2010 can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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