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Monsters, ghosts, fantastic beings, and supernatural phenomena of all sorts haunt
the folklore and popular culture of Japan. Broadly labeled yokai, these creatures
come in infinite shapes and sizes, from tengu mountain goblins and kappa water
spirits to shape-shifting foxes and long-tongued ceiling-lickers. Currently popular
in anime, manga, film, and computer games, many yokai originated in local
legends, folktales, and regional ghost stories.

Drawing on years of research in Japan, Michael Dylan Foster unpacks the history
and cultural context of yokai, tracing their roots, interpreting their meanings, and
introducing people who have hunted them through the ages. In this delightful and
accessible narrative, readers will explore the roles played by these mysterious
beings within Japanese culture and will also learn of their abundance and variety
through detailed entries, some with original illustrations, on more than fifty
individual creatures. The Book of Yokai provides alively excursion into Japanese
folklore and its ever-expanding influence on global popular culture. It also invites
readers to examine how people create, transmit, and collect folklore, and how
they make sense of the mysteries in the world around them. By exploring yokai
as a concept, we can better understand broader processes of tradition, innovation,
storytelling, and individual and communal creativity.
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Monsters, ghosts, fantastic beings, and supernatural phenomena of all sorts haunt the folklore and popul ar
culture of Japan. Broadly labeled yokai, these creatures come in infinite shapes and sizes, from tengu
mountain goblins and kappa water spirits to shape-shifting foxes and long-tongued ceiling-lickers. Currently
popular in anime, manga, film, and computer games, many yokai originated in local legends, folktales, and
regional ghost stories.

Drawing on years of research in Japan, Michael Dylan Foster unpacks the history and cultural context of
yokai, tracing their roots, interpreting their meanings, and introducing people who have hunted them through
the ages. In this delightful and accessible narrative, readers will explore the roles played by these mysterious
beings within Japanese culture and will also learn of their abundance and variety through detailed entries,
some with origina illustrations, on more than fifty individual creatures. The Book of Yokai provides alively
excursion into Japanese folklore and its ever-expanding influence on global popular culture. It also invites
readers to examine how people create, transmit, and collect folklore, and how they make sense of the
mysteries in the world around them. By exploring yokai as a concept, we can better understand broader
processes of tradition, innovation, storytelling, and individual and communal creativity.
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Newton:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Book of Y okai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese
Folklore. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book The Book of Y okai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore. Y ou can add expertise
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook aswell as searching by
internet gadget. It is caled e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let'sgo
through.

Eddie Drennan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have sparetime to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extratime? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
isright. Because start from on guarderia until university need this kind of The Book of Y okai: Mysterious
Creatures of Japanese Folklore to read.

Irene Parker:

This book untitled The Book of Y okai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So thereis no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Darlene Gutierrez:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you alot of new info.
When you read areserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more



imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Book of Y okai: Mysterious Creatures of Japanese Folklore, you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.
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