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Editorial Review

Review
"These studies of the African American diaspora apply the most refined quantitative techniques to illuminate
the history of African American English. The brilliant work of Poplack and her colleagues has sharply
narrowed the limits of controversy on the origins of AAVE, with findings that every responsible scholar
must take into account in future research." William Labov, University of Pennsylvania

"This scholarly work is revolutionary and extremely well researched. It vindicates one's cultural identity and
the tremendous endurance of African resistance. Well done!" Henry Bishop, Chief Curator, Black Cultural
Centre for Nova Scotia

"Poplack and her colleagues have raised the art and science of AAVE research to the highest level ever
attained by variationist sociolinguistics, and this book is essential reading for any linguistic scholar who
wants to know about the history and structure of AAE throughout North America. It is not too soon to
declare [this book] a classic." Language in Society

"[The English History of African American English] constitutes both a treasure of information and an
indispensable tool for linguistic investigation." Canadian Journal of Linguistics

"The English History of African American English represents the type of detailed study that should be
conducted in the investigation of the origin and other issues in AAE. The book challenges the long-standing
creole hypothesis but raises enough questions about the structure of Early AAE to keep the origin debate
alive." Journal of Socialinguistics, 2003

From the Back Cover
Much scholarly work assumes that the structure of African American Vernacular English (AAVE) derives
from an earlier plantation creole. This reader explores an alternative hypothesis: that the characteristic
features were acquired from the varieties of English to which early speakers were exposed.

Marshalling historical, dialectal and theoretical linguistic evidence, this work focuses on descendants of
former slaves whose ancestors left the US in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries to settle in
enclave communities where their language developed under conditions of social or geographical isolation.

Six variable linguistic features, most previously considered evidence of creole origins, are traced across
varieties of English brought to the US by British colonists. These features, and their linguistic patterning in
discourse, are demonstrably part of the English of early African Americans, transmitted to and retained by
their descendants long after their disappearance from mainstream varieties of English Contributors include
Shana Poplack, Sali Tagliamonte, Gunnel Tottie, and Salikoko S. Mufwene amongst others.

About the Author
Shana Poplack is Professor and Canada Research Chair in Linguistics and Director of the Sociolinguistics
Laboratory at the University of Ottawa. An expert in linguistic variation theory and its application to diverse
areas of language contact, she has published widely on code-switching, Hispanic linguistics, Canadian
French and numerous aspects of African American English.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Gutierrez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The English
History of African American English suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled The English History of African American Englishis the one of several
books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Wayne Millican:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The English History of African American English will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Christopher Patterson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is The English History of African American English this publication consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

James Wendler:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely The English History of African American English. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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