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Culture is a unique and fascinating aspect of the human species. How did it
emerge and how does it develop? Richard Dawkins suggested culture evolves
and that memes are cultural replicators, subject to variation and selection in the
same way as genes are in the biological world. Thus human culture is the product
of a mindless evolutionary algorithm. Does this imply, as some have argued, that
we are mere meme machines and that the conscious self is an illusion? This
highly readable and accessible book extends Dawkins's theory, presenting for the
first time a fully developed concept of cultural DNA. Distin argues that culture's
development can be seen as the result of memetic evolution and as the product of
human creativity. Memetic evolution is perfectly compatible with the view of
humans as conscious and intelligent. This book should find a wide readership
amongst philosophers, psychologists, sociologists and non-academic readers.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Distin's discussion is even-handed and informative for those wishing to update themselves on the current
state of play in the field.' Scientific and Medical Network Review

'A model of clarity, the book's appeal is wide - from philosophers to sociologists, anyone interested in how
cultures change will benefit from reading The Selfish Meme. Her rigorous approach makes her theory more
palatable than other theories of cultural evolution.' Philosophy Today

The Selfish Meme is a very readable and thought provoking book, and I would have no hesitation in
recommending it to open-minded students and scholars in any biological, anthropological or sociological
field.' Cambridge (the Magazine of the Cambridge Society)

About the Author
Kate Distin was educated at Cambridge University and the University of Sheffield. She is the author of The
Selfish Meme: A Critical Reassessment (Cambridge University Press, 2005) and the editor of the award-
winning Gifted Children: A Guide for Parents and Professionals (2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Selfish Meme: A Critical
Reassessment is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Mildred Miller:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Selfish Meme: A Critical Reassessment as your daily
resource information.



George Degregorio:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Selfish Meme: A Critical Reassessment can
give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Selfish Meme: A Critical
Reassessment.

Linda White:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Selfish Meme: A Critical Reassessment we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Selfish Meme:
A Critical Reassessment. You can more inviting than now.
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