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The Turing Test is part of the vocabulary of popular culture -- it has appeared in
works ranging from the Broadway play "Breaking the Code" to the comic strip
"Robotman." The writings collected by Stuart Shieber for this book examine the
profound philosophical issues surrounding the Turing Test as a criterion for
intelligence. Alan Turing's idea, originally expressed in a 1950 paper titled
"Computing Machinery and Intelligence" and published in the journal Mind,
proposed an "indistinguishability test" that compared artifact and person.
Following Descartes's dictum that it is the ability to speak that distinguishes
human from beast, Turing proposed to test whether machine and person were
indistinguishable in regard to verbal ability. He was not, as is often assumed,
answering the question "Can machines think?" but proposing a more concrete
way to ask it. Turing's proposed thought experiment encapsulates the issues that
the writings in The Turing Test define and discuss.The first section of the book
contains writings by philosophical precursors, including Descartes, who first
proposed the idea of indistinguishablity tests. The second section contains all of
Turing's writings on the Turing Test, including not only the Mind paper but also
less familiar ephemeral material. The final section opens with responses to
Turing's paper published in Mind soon after it first appeared. The bulk of this
section, however, consists of papers from a broad spectrum of scholars in the
field that directly address the issue of the Turing Test as a test for intelligence.
Contributors include John R. Searle, Ned Block, Daniel C. Dennett, and Noam
Chomsky (in a previously unpublished paper). Each chapter is introduced by
background material that can also be read as a self-contained essay on the Turing
Test.
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writings on the Turing Test, including not only the Mind paper but also less familiar ephemeral material. The
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of this section, however, consists of papers from a broad spectrum of scholars in the field that directly
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Block, Daniel C. Dennett, and Noam Chomsky (in a previously unpublished paper). Each chapter is
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Editorial Review

Review

"...a fabulous collection of essays that address the much-debated Turing Test as a criterion for intelligence
and discusses the future possibilities of artificial intelligence (AI) in society." Biology Digest

About the Author

Stuart Shieber is Harvard College Professor and James O. Welch, Jr. and Virginia B. Welch Professor of
Computer Science, Division of Engineering and Applied Sciences, at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosalyn Kendall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the Hallmark of Intelligence
(MIT Press). Try to stumble through book The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the Hallmark of Intelligence
(MIT Press) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Melinda Gregory:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as
the Hallmark of Intelligence (MIT Press) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the
Hallmark of Intelligence (MIT Press) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the Hallmark of Intelligence (MIT Press).
You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Christine Knox:

Here thing why this kind of The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the Hallmark of Intelligence (MIT Press)
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in



the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the
Hallmark of Intelligence (MIT Press) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the
Hallmark of Intelligence (MIT Press). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about
the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the Hallmark of
Intelligence (MIT Press) in e-book can be your substitute.

Catherine Graziani:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Turing Test: Verbal Behavior as the Hallmark of Intelligence (MIT Press)
can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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